
 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday thru Thursday 10:00AM to 3:00PM.   
Office closed on Fridays.  Saturdays and Evenings: By Appointment. 

August 24, 2025                  21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 



 

 

Monday, August 25 (Poniedziałek)  
 Louis; Joseph Calasanz 
  8:00AM †Piotr Karnas r/o Elizabeth Laskowska 
11:00AM †Alicja Guzik r/o Anna Kleszcz 
 

Tuesday, August 26 (Wtorek) - Our Lady of Czestochowa 
  8:00AM †Stanislaw, Regina, Roman & Wladyslaw  
    Andruszko r/o Klara Konopka 
11:00AM †Alicja Guzik r/o Anna Kleszcz 
11:30AM OLPH Novena in English 
 

Wednesday, August 27 (Środa) - Monica 
11:00AM †Alicja Guzik r/o Anna Kleszcz 
11:30AM Exposition and Rosary 
  7:00PM OLPH Novena & Mass in Polish 
 

Thursday, August 28 (Czwartek) - Augustine 
  8:00AM †Alicja Guzik r/o Anna Kleszcz 
11:00AM †Katarzyna Pasek r/o grand-niece 
 

Friday, August 29 (Piątek)  
 Passion of St. John the Baptist 
11:00AM †Alicja Guzik r/o Anna Kleszcz 
  7:00PM †Katarzyna & Wladyslaw Lepianka r/o daughter 
 

Saturday, August 30 (Sobota)  
  8:00AM †Alicja Guzik r/o Anna Kleszcz 
11:00AM †Antoni Niecikowski r/o Anna Kleszcz 
  5:00PM God’s Blessing for Maryann Snyder r/o Laura  
    Riccardi 
 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time - August 31 (Niedziela)  
  7:00AM †Piotr Karnas r/o Czyrnek & Wawszkoszewski  
    Families 
  9:00AM †Walter Glodek r/o Zarbetski Family 
    †Charlotte Snow r/o friend, Rose Kotch 
    †Claire Biagini r/o Elisa & Jeremy Goldstone 
    †John Gubernot r/o wife & family 
    †John, Anna & Henry Krysinski r/o estate 
    †Mary DeWet r/o Marylou Cebula 
    †Patricia Brady Roman r/o Donna, Cheryl &  
    Michael 
    †Pasqualina Vardaro r/o Dora & Gerard Perna 
    †Stanley Jasinski r/o Eleanor Pisowacki 
    †Danuta Karczewski r/o Wawszkowicz Family 
    †Deceased Members of the Franczyk Family r/o  
    son-in-law, Michael 
    For the People of the Parish 
10:30AM †Antoni Kloskowski r/o Kloskowski Family 

21st Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

I’ve been hiking Camelback Mountain in Phoenix, Arizo-

na most of my life. It is a vigorous forty-five minutes to 

the top. Near the peak, the end suddenly appears much 

further away, and steeper. At that moment, a descending 

hiker often offers encouragement: “Keep going! The 

peak is right there. It’s not as far as it looks. You can do 

it!” It usually works. After another five minute push, you 

summit and enjoy a glorious panorama of the Sonoran 

Desert in the Valley of the Sun. 

 

When Jesus is asked about how many people are saved, 

he says: “Strive to enter through the narrow 

gate” (Luke 13:24). How many? Strive! Focus on your 

journey. What does heavenly census taking have to do 

with you or me? How would it help a hiker on a moun-

tain to ask the others coming down, “How many people 

are going to make it to the top?” A normal response 

would be something like: “How is that a relevant ques-

tion? Carry on!”  

 

Jesus links one virtue directly to salvation: perseverance 

(cf. Matt 24:13; hypomone in Greek). Strive! Endure! 

Keep going! The one absolutely necessary virtue is per-

severance, to not give up on our journey. The mountain 

we struggle to climb is often our own weakness, failures, 

and sins. Persevere in prayer. Keep celebrating the sacra-

ments. Embrace daily duties. With God’s grace, you are 

strong enough to keep going. Perhaps the peak is not as 

far away as you might fear. Keep going! 
 

Father John Muir 

“People will come from the east and the west 
and from the north and the south and will re-
cline at table in the kingdom of God. For be-
hold, some are last who will be first, and some 
are first who will be last.” - Lk 13:29-30 

LIVE THE LITURGY  
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

 
“Strive to enter through the narrow gate,” Jesus 
tells us. “Many will attempt…but will not be 
strong enough.” So let us never be so foolish that 

we rely on our own strength. Narrow does not 
mean unpassable — not if we ask for help. 



 

 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

To be a community of love, a family that joyfully proclaims and bears witness  
to the Gospel, and which serves the poor and one another. 

II. Mark Walyga and Meagan Murphy 

Registration is now open for the 2025-26  
Religious Education School Year  

 

See the Religious Education page on the parish website 
for more details.  A child is not considered enrolled until 
tuition is paid. 
 

Rejestracja na Program Katechetyczny 2025-26 jest już 
otwarta. Szczegóły można znaleźć na stronie inter-
netowej parafii w zakładce „Katecheza”. Dziecko nie 
będzie uznane za zapisane, dopóki czesne nie zostanie 
opłacone. 

Pierogies, cabbage & 
noodles and stuffed 
cabbage are availa-
ble for sale in the 

parish office. 

Silver & Gold & 5 Year Wedding  
Anniversary Celebration 

 
 
 

You are cordially invited to celebrate your 25th, 50th, 
50+ or 5th Wedding Anniversary with the Church of 
Metuchen and renew your marriage vows with Bishop 
James F. Checchio at a special Evening Prayer Service 
at the Cathedral of St. Francis of Assisi in Metuchen on 
Sunday, October 19, 2025 at 3:00 PM.  The Silver and 
Gold Anniversary Prayer Service will again include 
couples celebrating 5 years of marriage.  Registration is 
required.  Please register online at: https://
www.diometuchen.org/silver-and-gold-anniversary-
celebration.  If you are unable to access, please contact 
the Family Life Office at 732-562-1543 or am-
arshall@diometuchen.org.   Registration will close on 
October 10, 2025.  Although no fee is required, in the 
past many Jubilarian couples have given a donation of 
gratitude to the Church in memory of this special occa-
sion.  Donations of Gratitude may be made online at 
https://www.diometuchen.org/silver-and-gold-
anniversary-celebration or calling 732-562-1543.   

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE 
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
 

Get to Know Jesus 
 

When I speak and write, I mention my family quite 
often. Those of you who have been reading these re-
flections for the past 5+ years — or who have read 
my books — may think you know them. When I 
travel, I do get asked about my family by those who 
have entered my life through the words on a page. 
My hope is that by sharing stories about my family 
and life the reader gets a chance to see himself or 
herself in the story as well. Then the point being 
made in the article or reflection can take on stronger 
meaning because it hits home. However, no matter 
how much I write about my family and how much 
you read about them, you will only have a glimpse as 
to the real people. It will take an actual relationship 
with one of them to get you to the point where you 
can say you know them. 
 

That is the same way with Jesus. First, more Catho-
lics need to read more and learn more about Jesus. 
Bible studies should be the norm and not the excep-
tion in our lives. Second, too many of us in the 
Church can explain who Jesus is from our past for-
mation classes and reading, but we do not actually 
know him. Jesus is not a topic, a theological term, or 
simply a historical figure. He is a real being who is 
alive! He is not dead, but alive! He calls us to do 
more than read about him. He calls us into an inti-
mate relationship with him. We grow in relationship 
with Jesus by worshipping at the Mass, spending 
time with him in adoration, resting in him in the qui-
et, and by having the Jesus in us meet the Jesus in 
others. If you do not know him personally, get to 
know him. I would love for you all to meet my fami-
ly in person someday, but I would much rather you 
get to know Jesus instead. 
 

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Sunday: Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1, 2 (Mk 16:15)/ 
 Heb 12:5-7, 11-13/Lk 13:22-30  
Monday: 1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a  
 and 9b/Mt 23:13-22 
Tuesday: 1 Thes 2:1-8/Ps 139:1-3, 4-6/Mt 23:23-26 
Wednesday: 1 Thes 2:9-13/Ps 139:7-8, 9-10, 11-12ab/ 
 Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday: 1 Thes 3:7-13/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5/Mt 24:42-51 
Friday: 1 Thes 4:1-8 (429)/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 5-6, 10,  
 11-12/Mk 6:17-29 
Saturday: 1 Thes 4:9-11/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9/Mt 25:14-30 
Next Sunday: Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4,  
 4-5 (1a)/Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a/Lk 14:1, 7-14 
 
The daily Scripture references are printed here.  If you 

find it helpful and have internet access, you can find the 
complete Daily Scripture Readings at http://

www.usccb.org/nab/. 

The Christ the Redeemer collection for 
the weekend of August 17, 2025  

 
 

Offertory $      7,768.00 
Children’s Donations $           15.00 
Youth & New Evangelization $      1,470.00 
On-line Giving $      2,340.00 
Total  $    11,593.00 
 

Thank you for your generosity and support.  May God bless 
you.                                                                                   Fr. Stan 
 

“For behold, some are last who will be first and some 

are first who will be last.”     Luke 13:30 

Our cultural standards are different from God’s stand-

ards.  We often rank people by what they have, how 

powerful they are, or how successful they are.  Jesus 

reminds us that God will not judge us by the same 

earthly standards.  When God asks you, “What have 

you done with the gifts I have given you?”  How will 

you respond? 

OUR CHILDREN’S STEWARDSHIP GIFTS 
 

My Good Deed was when I:  
helped daddy wash the cars.                      Brooke-Lynn 
 

Don’t forget to put your first & last name and grade 
on your envelope. 

Please visit our parish website: 

www.ctrmanville.com 
 

up-to-date information, schedules, church bulletins, 
pictures from parish events and much more… 

 
Be sure to check out our video reflections on the 

Sunday Readings each week. This week Caz & Di-
ane Bielen will be presenting the reflections and next 

week Carol Salegna will be the presenter.     

DEVOTIONS, EXPLAINED! – CONNECT WITH 
TRADITION AND GROW YOUR FAITH 
 
 
 

Ignatian Spiritual Exercises, Explained! 
 
The Ignatian Spiritual Exercises are prayers and med-
itations developed by St. Ignatius of Loyola, the 
founder of the Society of Jesus (commonly referred to 
as the Jesuits).  
 
St. Ignatius of Loyola (1492-1556) was born to a no-
ble Basque family. In his youth, he spent time at the 
Royal Court of Castile and fought in the Spanish ar-
my. He experienced a profound religious conversion 
during a long period of convalescence following a 
battle injury. Living in a cave outside of Manresa, he 
began to keep the journal that became the basis of the 
famous Spiritual Exercises. 
 
The Spiritual Exercises are meant to accompany souls 
on a journey toward deeper contemplation of God’s 
love and a more meaningful understanding of his call 
to discipleship in the life of each person. Divided into 
four stages, or “weeks,” the exercises focus on the 
interior movements of the heart to unveil the will of 
God.  

Weekly Vocation Prayer Schedule 
 

Sunday:  Barbara Porter; Dora Perna 
Monday:  Rachel Petrone  
Tuesday:   John Tardy  
Wednesday: Julia & Natalia Droszczak; Maryanne  
 Zarbetski 
Thursday:   Natalie Day 
Friday:   Roberta Caswell  
Saturday:  Neil Christie; Deacon Bill & Barbara  

Teacher needed: 

 
As we prepare for the upcoming CCD schoolyear, 

Christ the Redeemer Parish is looking for someone to 
teach our 3rd grade class.  Please consider volunteering 
for this rewarding and fulfilling opportunity to teach a 

new generation of the faithful. 
For more information please contact the parish office at 

908 725-0072 or speak to Deacon Anthony or Father 
Stan. 

http://www.ctrmanville.com/


 

 

The next Altar Rosary Society 
Mass will be said on September 
14th at 9:00AM. Please join us 
for the PARISH ROSARY OF 

THE MONTH AT 8:30AM.  
 

The next First Saturday Devotions to Our Lady 
of Fatima will take place on September 6th at 
11:30AM. 

The Knights of Columbus  
Saint Jude Council # 6573 

 

Council Meeting:  Council 
Meetings are held monthly on the 
1st and 3rd Tuesday at 7:00 pm; 
Saint John Neumann Center  
 

Recruiting: Catholic men 18+ are 
invited to reach out to Chester 
Makowski 

(chester.makowski@gmail.com) or approach any of 
the brother knights. 
 

Bible Study: All are welcome to join us in the Little 
Red Schoolhouse, (the Saint John Neumann Center) 
next to the Rectory on Thursday evenings at 7pm.  
 

Clothing Drive - September 13th - 9AM - 12 noon - 
St. John Neumann Center.   

We ask you for your prayers for the 
health of those in need, especially: Toni 

Antonelli, Evelyn Appenzeller, Cheryl Argento, John Bart-
ley, Thelma Bartus, Andrew Bartushak, Frank Batula, 
Elizabeth Bednarczyk, Keith Bielanski, Pat Bohar, Harold 
Bok, Bishop Paul Bootkoski, Shawn Brickley, Denise 
Buanano, Lorraine Burkoski, Marie Callahan, Marylou & 
Jason Cebula, Sofia Chantel, Luke Chartowich, Palo Ciz-
mar, John Clougher, Allison Collins, Bill Corson, Jean 
Courtney, Kaiden Crothwer, Bill Davison, Marge Demski, 
Malcolm Ferraira, Maureen Femiano, Valerie Frank, 
Nancy Franklin, Karter Fridlund, Joe & Mirella Gazo, 
Joann Genovese, Helen Gilmore, Margaret Guerrazzi, 
Savannah Hemenway, Frank Honkisz, Maryann Hughes, 
Marge Iarkowski, Maria Inglot, Raul Jaime, Lucy Jankow-
ski-McClure, Stanislaw Jelski, Kim Jenkins, Dennis 
Koslowski, Theresa Kraska, Wiktoria Lach, Ken Lake, Rita 
Lagasse, Janice Lalley, Donna Lawler, Judy Lentzsch, 
Lincoln & Chris Levash, Cheyenne Liccardi, Vitoria 
Marrcino, Dottie Mesaris, Veronika Mleczko, Quaid Mo-
bus, Alexander Monto, Ed Nawracaj, Mai Nguyen, Joyce 
Nipps, Dolores O’Bara, Robert Oliver, Celeste Onka, 
James O’Reilly Jr., Susan, Brian, Robert & John Parlier, 
Irene Pastula, Dora Perna, Barbara Perone, Rachel & 
Vince Petrone, Rosemary Phillips, Steven Pirello, Joseph 
G. & Mark Pschar, Carolyn Puia, Ava & Steve Quintana, 
Marcelle Reed, Peg Reilly, Laura Rodaman, Marie Ro-
gusky, Jon Severson, Cindi Shandor, Michael Sheehan, 
Pat Sherwood, Eric Slaight, Jim Spinola, Albert Stanski, 
Steve Szabo, Gertrude Szczecina, Michelle Tranter, Helen 
Turiano, David & Robert Urban, Carol Vinchur, Rita 
Wass, Mark & Veronica Waugh, Cindy Weigel, Cathy 
Wildgust, Raymond Wisniewski, Veronica Wolenski, Pat-
rick & Michael Zamorsky, Julia Zarbetski Kemmett, Celia 
Zelinski, Mark Zujkowski and Maria Zurawiecki. 
 

God of all consolation give life and health to our sisters and 
brothers for whom we pray in your Holy Name. Amen. 

 
Please pray for all of our men and women serving in 

the Armed forces, especially 

 

SPC Christopher Elsen  

Lieutenant Colonel James A. Jablonski Jr. 

Master Sergeant Kimberly Kaminski USAF 

Airman Michael Edward Kassick III 

Master Sergeant Michael John Lamonica USAF 

Captain John Limyansky USAF 

Specialist Allison Okurowski, Combat Medic 

Airman Jason Pikula USAF 

SR Jerry Lee Rogalski  

PFC Steven Ubry 

Master Sergeant Lindsay Zaccardi USAF 
 

Let us know if you have a family member who is serving in the 
military and we will acknowledge them in our weekly bulletin.  
Please share the good news with us when one of the above sol-
diers returns home! 

The Christ The Redeemer Caritas Food Pantry  
depends on both monetary and grocery donations 

to keep its shelves stocked.   
Please help us help those less fortunate.  When go-
ing shopping please consider picking up something  

extra.   
Food items can be dropped off in our  donation 
bins in the church vestibule or at the parish of-
fice.  Monetary donations can be made through   

on-line giving. 
 

The Pantry is  most in need of the following tems: 
 

 Instant Oatmeal,                    Rice, 
 Applesauce,                           Tuna, 
 Mac & Cheese,           Boxed Milk, 
 Toaster Pastries,        Tooth Paste, 
 Tomato Sauce,   Canned Chicken, 
 Chef-Boy-Ardee,         Body Wash 

mailto:chester.makowski@gmail.com


 

 

(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC – BENEATH THE SURFACE 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

 

Mini reflection: Jesus’ whole thing was that you can sit 
with us, whoever you are, wherever you’re from and 
whatever you’ve done. But there are a lot of lunch tables 
in the world, and not everyone wants to be at one with 
rules like “repent” and “be good to that person you really 
don’t like.” 

 

Heaven and Regina George 

 

There are certain phrases that serve as a kind of shibboleth 
for millennials, a dog whistle that only ears formed be-
tween 1981 and 1996 can discern. “You can’t sit with us!” 
is one of those phrases. 
 
It’s from the movie Mean Girls, (which, I hear from my 
younger family members, has now become cool with the 
kids again, so maybe my point about it being niche is in-
correct). The character Regina George, merciless ruler of 
the cool kids, is rejected from the ultra-exclusive lunch 
table she herself formed when her minions, tired of her 
cruelty, serve her the most devastating words a teenager 
can hear in public: “You can’t sit with us.”  
 
So passes earthly glory, as they say. 
 
At first blush, this Gospel gives “Mean Girls” vibes. We 
have an image of the unlucky masses clamoring for entry 
into the kingdom of heaven as God locks the door against 
them, saying, “I do not know where you are from.” 
 
Very “you-can’t-sit-with-us.” 
 
But we need to remember that the people pounding on the 
door of heaven in today’s Gospel aren’t people who want-
ed a seat at God’s lunch table — at least, not until it was 
the only lunch table left, because they had Regina 
George’d their way out of all the other ones. 
 
Jesus’ whole thing was that you can sit with us, whoever 
you are, wherever you’re from and whatever you’ve done. 
But there are a lot of lunch tables in the world, and not 
everyone wants to be at one with rules like “repent” and 
“be good to that person you really don’t like.” It’s not al-
ways an easy table to sit at, especially when there are so 
many other options. 
 
We have to choose heaven before heaven becomes our on-
ly choice.  

 5:00PM 7:00AM 9:00AM 10:30AM 

Lectors Matt Menkowski Tomasz Jaje Mary Lou Cebula 
 

Kazimierz Dziwak 

Extra-ordinary Ministers of 
the Holy Eucharistic 

Suzanne Runyon 
Ted Petrock 

 Juan Villagra 
Adele Szczecina 

 

Minister Schedule for August 30 & 31 

“Does your will include your gift to God?” 
 
To demonstrate commitment.  Parishioner 
might be looking for ways to deepen their com-
mitments to Christ and to the Parish. Planned 
giving is a more accessible way to give larger or 
more impactful commitments than many mem-
bers would otherwise be able to because it’s de-
ferred and does not draw from daily cash flow.  
Legacy giving makes an impact for decades to 
come and creates meaningful ways to engage 
and help your Parish, enriching your relation-
ships over time.  
 
To improve end-of-life plans. Legacy giving 
opens opportunities and conversations that en-
courage Parishioners to approach their end-of-
life plans faithfully and productively. These 
gifts can be a final testament of faith, and estate 
planning can be an act of love for everyone in a 
church. Please consider giving to your Parish in 
this manner. 

 A SPECIAL THANK YOU  
 

Thank you to our organist Maryanne Zarbetski 
for purchasing a piano “spider” dolly so that the 
Altenburg grand piano we obtained last year could 
be moved into the nave and used for Masses.  And 
a special thank you to Deacon Bill for donating to 
get the piano tuned.  This piano was brand new in 
1988 when Maryanne first played it at Immaculate 
Conception Church in Elizabeth. Now it has a 
new life here at CTR. 
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Refrigeration • Heating
Sheet Metal

Sales & Service

732-469-3889
Fax: 732-469-3696

398 Lincoln Boulevard
Middlesex, NJ 08846

www.victorsaircondit ioning.com

IF YOU LIVE ALONE You Need

4 Ambulance 4 Police  
4 Family 4 GPS & Fall Alert

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

MDMedAlert!™

At HOME and AWAY!

800.808.9294
CALL NOW!

CONTACT ME 
Nichol Stanley

 
nstanley@4LPi.com • 
(800) 477-4574 x9422

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

New Jersey

CatholicMatch.com/NJ

930 South Main Street 
Manville, NJ

www.PizzaPastaNJ.com 
908-725-5522

732-520-9554
www.expertchimneyroofing.com

Family Owned/Operated - Lic.#13VH11097900
Bonded & Insured – 20 Years

Serving All of New Jersey

$1100 OFF
Any New Roof Replacement

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter,
Masonry Repair & SENIORS

EXPERT CHIMNEY 
& ROOFING

SPRING HOME REPAIRS - FREE ESTIMATES
ROOFING • CHIMNEYS • GUTTERS 
MASONRY • SIDEWALKS & STEPS

We Find & Fix Leaks!

Now Open to Anyone Who Lives or Works in Somerset County!

43 S. Main Street  •  Manville  •  www.manville.org
Call 908-526-8844

Affordable Personal Banking with Exceptional Service!
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908-725-0343
1121 KENNEDY BLVD.
MANVILLE, NJ 08835

Supporting the Community  
For Over 35 Years

NIRO’S 
AUTO BODY, INC.

NIRO’S 
AUTO BODY, INC.

	  
	  

Commercial/Residential
Wall Covering Installation
Interior/Exterior Painting

Certified Roof-Tek
Applicator of Waterproof

Roofing Systems

Off.: 908-253-8450 • Cell: 908-432-2154

119 N. 5th Ave., Manville, NJ 08835

Elzbieta Paul, DDS, FAGD
DENTIST

Family, Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry
Mowimy po Polsku

908-218-7999 
www.puredentalcarenj.com

122 Courtyard Drive, Hillsborough, NJ 08844

Adrianna M. Hekiert, MD
Adult and Pediatric Ear,

Nose and Throat Specialist
Mowię po polsku!

Bridgewater Plaza II
245 US Highway 22 West

Bridgewater, NJ 08807
908-722-1022

Fucillo & Warren
Funeral Home

~ Our Family Serving Your Family ~

	 Serving all Faiths and Denominations
	 Honoring Pre-Arrangements and 
	 Pre-Funded Funerals made Elsewhere
	 Cremation Services
	 Out of State & Worldwide Services
	

John R. Zalewski, Owner/Manager, NJ Lic. #2820
Sharon Ann Zalewski, Director, NJ Lic. #4003
John R. Zalewski, Jr., Director, NJ Lic. #4703

205 South Main Street, PO Box 515, Manville, NJ 08835

908-725-1763
fwfuneralhome@aol.com

www.FucilloandWarrenFuneralHome.com

732-417-4444732-417-4444
$35 OFF ANY SERVICE$35 OFF ANY SERVICE

Free Estimate Since 1983 NJ Plmbg Lic. 8411


